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the initiative to volunteers is that where state help has been
most wanted, state help has been least given; and that where
it was desirable that state power should be most felt, it was
not felt at all. In helping those only who help themselves, or
who can get others to help them, we have left unhelped those
who most need help/* But state help, like voluntary, aimed
at little more than lowering the chief hygienic and mental
obstacles that might otherwise have stood in the way of a
general advance towards independence: economic obstacles
were no concern of the state. The state might help fit a family
for earning its own keep; it might fit it to improve its income
and its standard of living; but the family's actual income and
the use it made of it were its own affair.

This much then had been achieved by the eighteen-
seventies. As Britain passed from the control of the landed
aristocracy to that of the middle classes, it came more closely
into line with continental tendencies, though in an atmosphere
permeated with our island tradition of lavish benevolence,
free co-operation, and a legal right to be kept from starvation.
And, at Oxford, T. H. Green could teach the rising genera-
tion how much British liberalism and German Hegelianism
now had in common, in expecting the state to play a significant
part in human progress, however much they might differ as
to the ideals which it ought to embody in its constitution.

in.    Security

If one period more than another deserves to be elevated
into the great divide that separated early-Victorian radicalism
from modern collectivism, it is probably the twenty years of
bad trade and falling prices (1875-95). This must presumably
have effected a slowing-down of the rise in the standard of
living, had it not been for the tendency to press into posts
with better pay or greater security, and had the British people
not begun voluntarily to limit the size of thair families. The
amelioration of man's physical and intellectual environment

* House of Commons, 17 February, 1870.